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Non-contact Burns Caused by Common

Heating Appliances

Koichiro Mimoto*, Miki Tanouchi* and Hidehisa Takahashi*

Ninety two patients (23 males and 69 females) with non-contact burns caused by common
heating appliances were treated in our institution during the period from January, 1994 to
December, 1998. The burns were due to a kerosene-stove in 46 cases, a kerosene-fan heater in 32
cases, an electric kotatsu heater in 11 cases and to other appliances in 3 cases. The lower
extremities were most commonly involved, and the patients were predominantly female, particu-
larly in the twenties. Most of the burns were sustained during sleep in front of heaters, and some
were noted on cloth-covered parts. Generally the burns were rather small but deep. Patients with
underlying medical conditions such as diabetes mellitus, sensory disturbances and dementia had
very deep burns, requiring very long treatment. Since such deep burns are not associated with
intense pain, their first visit tended to be late. Ultimately the exact etiology of burns was not clear
in some patients.

*Department of Surgery, Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery, Kochi Mimoto Hospital
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